QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
1694 grew with the growth of his sanctity> and she conceived a great gratitude and affection for the Abb6 de Ranc6 for the good he had wrought in him. There is but one record at La Trappe of a visit from her in company with the King (in 1696) and she was wont to call Chaillot " her La Trappe."
For more than a year Rizzini's letters had expressed the growing anxiety of the Queen concerning her brother's health, when the news reached her at Fontainebleau of his death, 6 September, 1694, at Sassuolo, his stately country palace near Modena, with its painted halls and moated garden looking towards the distant hills. Francesco II was in his thirty-fourth year, and it will be remembered that he had profited by his mother's absence in England to declare himself major and to assume the reins of government at the age of fourteen, a circumstance for which Mary Beatrice, in her conversations at Chaillot, took blame upon herself, as the cause of Duchess Laura's lengthened stay in London. With the help of Prince Cesare, Francesco's Court had soon assumed a laxity which scandalised the older princes, accustomed to the regular dignity which had prevailed during his mother's regency, and was one of the reasons of Cesare's banishment from Modcna. The young Duke, like all his race, was a patron of art, and to htm Modena owes the foundation of its Academy. He left no children and was succeeded by his uncle, Cardinal Rinaldo d'Este.
RIZZINI TO DUKE RINALDO II.
"FONTAINEBLEAU, 29 September 1694
"... The unhappy news arrived at Fontainebleau yesterday of the death of Duke Francesco of glorious memory. The previous evening there had been rumours . . . brought from Parma, but the Most Christian King judged that they should be kept from the Queen until they were confirmed by the arrival of the messenger . . . and then that she should not be informed until after she had retired at night for her accustomed pious exercises. The British king undertook (much against his will) to break the sad news to her with the assistance of her confessor. They found Her Majesty on her knees and rather thoughtful alquanto pensosay as she had noticed that some
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